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I had a long talk this morning with Congressman Gerald R. (Gerry) s Tord 
(R.- Michigan) In his office. He asked that I come up to see him. Upon arriving he 
tojd me' he wanted to talk in the strictest of confidence. This was agreed to. p /' 



ForC 



Ford told me he was somewhat disturbed about the manner in which 



Chief JusticSHVarren was carrying on his Chairmanship of the Presidential Commission^ 

He'explained that the first mistake that Warren made was his attempt to establish a i’ . ' 

.V/-M 



by appointing a Chief Counsel, Warreh.'Qlney, that was his owqj’.., j 
after the mention of Olney’s name by the Chief Justice, at ^ > ; 

their first meeting, AllcirS^illes, former Director of CIA, protested quite violently. s - 



"one man commission" 
protege. Ford stated th 



Because of Dulles’ protest, the other members told Warren that they would like to know-^.J 
more about Olney prior to giving their consent. I’M vS - J 

x 

On the occasion of their second meeting, Ford and “Hale Boggs joined . ! 
with Dulles. Hale Boggs told Warren flatly that Olney would not ^acceptable and tluP ^ 
he (Boggs) would not work on the Commission with Olney. Warren put up a stiff i 

argument but a compromise was made when Lite name of Le_e\Qankin_.was mentioned. ^ - : 
Warren stated he knew Rankin and could work with him. /P i / 1 / /- ,,,„l u « „~TT ^ 
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•• • Ford told me that he was currently having problems inasmuch-as tl>e 7 ► 

majority of the members of the Commission desired to go along with the recommendation | 
made inJDeputy Attorney .Generay}<vtzenbach't; letter to the Commission dated 12-9-634 [ 

In this letter, Katzenbach recommended that the Commission make an immediate j q 
press release pointing out that the FBI report clearly showed ther.e was no international 
conspiracy or collusion and that Oswald was a loner. Ford stated he was a minority e£; 
one that did not want to give out any press release until the Commission had had a H 



thorough opportunity to review and discuss the FBI report. (I noted tint the report was^ 
£on his desk at the time of our meeting. p .. • ’ n 3. 
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loW.lid fl ivr.ued "by liiiiis'Olf a ml (h it Kuby additionally was a loner. However, FBI 
■ iiivestii:.\iion was still pending on a large number of rumors, speculation and gossip 
land it, "therefore, would be quite unfair for the Commission to lake a stand prior to 
Uu the evidence being turned in. Ford slated this was his point entirely and that 

although he was a minority of one he intended to stick to lis point . ' 

• 

Ford told me that John McCone, Director of CIA, had, approximately 
one week ago, gone up to his office and told him that CIA had uncovered some 
"startling Information" In the Oswald case. McCone proceeded to tell Ford that a 
source of CIA's in Mexico had seen money exchange hands between Oswald and an 
unknown Cuban Negro. Ford stated this excited him greatly inasmuch as it definitely 
tended to show there was an- international connection involved in the assassination of .• .. 
President. A'ww' 

I told Ford that apparently McCohe had failed to follow up on this matter. 

I mentioned that CIA’s source hadjccanted history and hajHndicalcd thatJLwas. .a, 
figment of his linTfgliia llon^Howe ve r , (o prove "the unstable tendencies of tins source, 
the' source had 'later claimed lhatjie was actually telling thMruttu I pointed out that we_ 
were still checking somcTaiigles of tills ^ however, the CIA source was obiiously cither 
unstable or somewhat bfyV ps>^uji'atluc liar. Ford stated he coiild certainly see this. 

x/f' , 

Ford indicated he would keep me thoroughly advised as to the activities oi 
the Commission. He slated this would have to be on a confidential basis, however, he 
thought it should be done. He also asked if he could call me from time to time and • A 
straighten out questions in his mind concerning our investigation. I told hinvby all 
means he should do this. He reiterated that our relationship would, of course, remain 
confidential. 1 • " ~ ~ 

We have had excellent relations with Congressman Ford for many years. 
He has been given an autographed copy of the Director’s book "A Study of Communism" 
and has been in touch with my office on numerals occasions in the past. 

. NV-V 

*i ACTION: 

A « » X * {. < « 

Contact will be maintained with Congressman Ford, . [* 
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